
 

Name

Adapting to the Environment

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

American Indians lived in four main cultural regions in North America. Each region had a different 
climate and resources that made it unique. Describe the resources associated with each region.
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Instructions: Ask students to write about how the geography, climate, and resources affected the way of life of the people who lived there. 
When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.1.1 How did geography and climate affect how early people lived?

Pacific Northwest Eastern Woodlands

Desert Southwest Great Plains



 

Name

The Elements of Culture

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

American Indian groups in different regions developed different traditions, beliefs, customs, and religions. 

Describe examples of these elements of culture in the circles below.
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Instructions: Have students complete the graphic organizer. When finished, have volunteers share their responses.

H-SS 5.1.2: What common ways of life developed among American Indian cultures?

American Indian Culture



 

Name

The Benefits of Interaction

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

American Indians worked together in different ways. Describe how interaction between individuals 
and American Indian groups helped to bring about trade and government.
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Instructions: You might want to have students work with partners to complete the activity. When finished, invite volunteers to share their 
responses.

H-SS: 5.1.3: How did American Indian groups work together?

Trade

Government



 

Name

Beyond Europe

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

Explorers began to travel beyond Europe in search of gold and faster trade routes to Asia. 
Describe some of the people who undertook or supported these expeditions.
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Instructions: Have students complete the chart. When finished, invite volunteers to share their ideas with the class.

H-S 5.2.1: Why did Europeans sail to new places?

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella Coronado

Marco Polo Dias/da Gama



 

Name

A New World

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

In 1492 Christopher Columbus reached the Americas. Describe the accomplishments 
of Columbus and the explorers who would follow.
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Instructions: Have students complete the chart. When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.2.2: Who were the explorers and what did they find?

Vasco da Gama Hernando Cortés Francisco Pizarro

Henry Hudson Jacques Cartier Samuel de Champlain

Christopher Columbus Amerigo Vespucci Vasco Nuñez de Balboa



 

Name

Expeditions in North America

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

In the early 1500s, European explorers began traveling inland on the North American continent. 
Describe the purpose of the journeys of each of the explorers noted in the chart below, as well as what 
they accomplished.
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Instructions: Have students describe the expeditions of each of the explorers after they complete the lesson. When finished, invite volunteers 
to share their responses. Then invite volunteers to trace the different expeditions on a map of North America.

H-SS 5.2.3: What explorations were made by land?

Juan Ponce de León Hernando de Soto

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado Samuel de Champlain

Robert La Salle Henry Hudson



 

Name

Settling the New World

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

European countries carefully chose the locations for their settlements in the Americas. Describe the 
regions where each country set up colonies in the Americas.
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Instructions: Have students complete the chart. Encourage them to use a present-day map of the Western Hemisphere to determine the regions 
where the European countries established colonies. When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.2.4:  Where in the Americas did European countries claim land?

England Spain

Netherlands France



 

Name

Claiming North America

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

Starting in the 1500s, European nations began claiming land in North America. Describe each 
country’s early settlement of the continent and identify the resources that made the settlements valuable.
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Instructions: Have students describe each nation’s early settlements in North America and identify what it was about those places that made 
them so valuable. When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.3.1 Why did European nations and American Indians compete in North America?

Spain England

France Netherlands



 

Name

Interaction and Cooperation

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

At times, American Indians and Europeans cooperated with each other. Describe two examples of 
cooperation. Then write about some of the specific things each group got from the other.
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Instructions: Ask students to describe examples of cooperation between American Indians and Europeans. Then have students give specific 
examples of how each group was influenced by the other. When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.3.2 How did colonists and American Indians cooperate?

How were colonists influenced 
by American Indians?

How were American Indians 
influenced by Europeans?

The Effects of Cooperation

American Indians and Europeans Cooperated



 

Name

A Time of Conflict

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

As Europeans continued to settle North America, conflicts began to arise between settlers and the 
American Indians who were already living on the land. Describe the major conflicts that happened 
between Europeans and American Indians.
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Instructions: Ask students to describe each of the conflicts noted. Then have them write about the outcome of the French and Indian War. 
When finished, ask volunteers to share their responses with the class.

H-SS 5.3.3 What major conflicts did European colonists and American Indians have?

The Powhatan Wars The Pequot War

King Philip’s War The French and Indian War

What was the outcome of the French and Indian War?



Wounded Knee Massacre

Sand Creek Massacre

Trail of Tears

 

Name

Living Under Siege

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

American Indians continued to lose their lands in North America, despite signing treaties that were 
supposed to protect their lands. Summarize each of the three events in the chart.
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Instructions: Have students describe in general the goals and outcomes of the treaties signed by the United States and American Indians. 
Then have students summarize each of the events noted in the chart. When finished, have students share their responses with a partner.

H-SS 5.3.4 How were American Indians forced off of their lands?



Name

Fighting for Resources

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

Interacting with Europeans helped start new conflicts between and among some American Indian groups. Describe each of the conflicts 

below. Include the reasons why each took place.
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Instructions: Have students describe each of the conflicts noted in the details boxes. When finished, have volunteers share their responses with the class.

H-SS 5.3.5 What conflicts occurred among American Indians?

Interacting with Europeans  
sparked conflict among 
American Indian groups.

DetailsMain Idea
Conflict Between the Iroquois and the Huron

Conflict Between the Ojibwa and the Lakota

Conflict Between the Lakota and groups of the Great Plains



 

Name

Leading the Fight

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

As the United States grew and moved westward, the struggle for land in North America continued 
settlers wanted the land on which American Indians were already living. American Indian and U.S. 
leaders both played important roles in the struggle. Describe the actions of these leaders below.
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Instructions: Ask students to describe how each historical figure influenced events related to the struggle for land in North America. 
When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses.

H-SS 5.3.6 Who were the leaders in the struggle for American Indian lands?

Chief Logan Lord Dunmore

Chief Tecumseh President Andrew Jackson

Chief John Ross John Marshall

American Indian

Leading the Fight

United States



Southern Colonies

Middle Colonies

New England Colonies

 

Name

Resources Affect Settlement

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

As the English settled North America, they established colonies in three regions. Each region had a 
different climate and resources that made it unique. Describe the resources associated with each region.
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Instructions: Have students complete the page. When finished, invite volunteers to share their responses with the class.

H-SS 5.4.1: What influenced where Europeans settled in North America?



 

Name

The Birth of Colonial America

Scott Foresman History-Social Science for California

P r i n t  P a r t n e r

Europeans established colonies along the Atlantic coast of North America. 
Write facts about the founding of each colony.
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Instructions: Have students complete the chart. When finished, have students share their responses. 

H-SS 5.4.2: Who founded the colonies and why?

New England Colonies Middle Colonies Southern Colonies

Massachusetts

Connecticut

Rhode Island

New York

New Jersey

Pennsylvania

Virginia

Maryland

Georgia

Carolina


